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Would not do more, although their force
Was numerous and all on horse.
With lances leveled our men started
Forward, among the paynim darted,
Breaking their ranks and dealing stroke
On stroke among the miscreant folk.
So fierce the onslaught that the shock
Made the foes5 ranks tremble and rock,
And even their third line felt the blow.
When the king looked about him, lo,                                     11,5*0
He saw dismounted at the right
The count of Leicester, that bold knight,
Who, well though he had fought, indeed,
Had been unseated from his steed.
When the king rushed to extricate
Him, what a crowd of Turks went straight
To where the lion banner flew!
There was Raoul de Mauleon, too,
Whom the Turks had made prisoner,
When the king saw him and put spur                                      11*530
Into his battle charger's flanks
And rescued him from out their ranks.
RICHARD'S VALOR AND SAPHADIN'S COURTESY
The king did brave and valiant work
Against the Persian and the Turk,
And no man ever, weak or strong,
In one day fought so hard or long:
Among the Turks full tilt he drove,
Smiting unceasingly, and clove
Them to the teeth. With blows so fierce
And endless did he slash and pierce                                       11*540
The foe, dealing them stroke on stroke.
That on his hands his own skin broke.
Now came a Saracen who parted
From the other Turks and thither started